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TURNAGE TO RECEIVE UM AWARD
MISSOULA—
Poison attorney and former Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice Jean A. Turnage 
will receive a Distinguished Alumni Award during The University of Montana’s 2001 
Homecoming celebration Friday and Saturday, Oct. 12-13.
The awards will be presented to six outstanding UM graduates at the traditional Singing 
on the Steps of Main Hall ceremony, which starts at 7 p.m. Friday.
Turnage, a St. Ignatius native, enrolled at UM following his discharge from active 
military duty with the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1946. He earned a law degree from UM in 
1951. In 1995 he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Legal Letters degree from the 
University.
Turnage was admitted to the Montana Bar Association in 1951 and began a law practice 
in Poison that year. In 1952 he was elected Lake County attorney and was re-elected to that 
position four times. Montana voters elected Turnage state representative in 1962 and state 
senator in 1964.
After a 20-year Montana Senate career and 33 years practicing law in Poison, Turnage 
was chosen chief justice of the Montana Supreme Court in 1984 and elected to a second eight- 
year term in 1992. He stepped down as chief justice in January and is currently in private 
practice at Turnage, O ’Neill & Mercer.
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Editor’s Note: E-mail photo is available upon request; call (406) 243-4824.
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